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Who or what is Africa Nature Training? 
Africa Nature Training (known colloquially as ANT) was founded in South Africa in 2002 and is a 
company dedicated to conservation and environmental education. ANT’s programmes focus on 
providing high quality, accredited education both for the nature enthusiast and those individuals 
wishing to pursue a career in field guiding. Our philosophy is based on the following wise words:  
 

“In the end we conserve only that which we love, we love only that which we understand,  

we understand only that which we have been taught”  
Baba Dioum (Senegalese Ecologist) 

 
Please take your time when reading this document and should you have any queries don’t hesitate 
to contact us.  
 

COURSE: CORRESPONDENCE COURSE (THEORY) 

AWARD TYPE: ANT certificate  
(endorsed by FGASA for full graduates) 

MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION: English, but course notes are also available in Afrikaans 

SYLLABUS ALIGNMENT: Advanced Field Guide and TG/NATSITEGD/2/0040 Nature 
Site Guide Skills Programme 

STUDY PATTERN: Correspondence distance learning 
NEXT INTAKE: Whenever you are ready to start  

 
What is the Correspondence Course? 
ANT’s popular Correspondence Course was designed with both the prospective Field Guide and 
nature enthusiast in mind and is guaranteed to enrich every future visit to the bush! The course 
caters for enthusiasts who want to learn more about South Africa’s fabulous biodiversity, as well 
as for field guides in the workplace who wish to increase their bush knowledge up to Advanced 
Field Guide level. Anyone looking to obtain a Field Guide 
qualification but who is not able to attend a full-time 
programme will find that this course, when combined 
with the practical component, is the perfect solution.  
 
It is divided into two parts: the theoretical component - 
conducted via distance learning, and the optional 
practical component - offered as a direct contact session 
in the bush (click on the Distance Learning Course - 
practical tab for more information). The course content 
focuses on the southern African bushveld areas depicted 
in the map opposite. 
 
          

Correspondence Course Profile 

© J van Doorene 

http://www.africanaturetraining.co.za/
mailto:info@AfricaNatureTraining.co.za


  Africa Nature Training 
       Educating Field Guides and Nature Enthusiasts since 2002 
  
 

Page 2 of 8 | URL: www.AfricaNatureTraining.co.za | Tel: +27 12 667 5440 | E-mail info@AfricaNatureTraining.co.za 

What is the correspondence course syllabus based on? 
Our training syllabus is aligned with the FGASA Advanced Field Guide syllabut (well above the 
entry level Field Guide qualification). The syllabus has also been aligned with the Unit Standards 
of the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) TG/NatSiteGd/2/0040 Nature Site Guide National 
Skills Programme.  
 
Note: FGASA is the Field Guides Association of Southern Africa. This body represents the relevant 
Skills Education Training Authority (CATHSSETA) in terms of setting and maintaining standards for 
the Field Guiding industry in South Africa. FGASA is accredited by CATHSSETA. 

 
Please note that students who wish to obtain a Field Guide qualification are required 
to complete both the theory and practical components of the ANT correspondence 
course, which includes sitting an independent FGASA level 1 exam at our camp.  
 

What are the entry requirements for this course? 
Students must be fluent in both written and spoken English, as this is the language of instruction. 
Reliable internet and e-mail access is essential and a level of computer literacy is expected: you 
need an e-mail address and internet access and must be able to open and read .pdf files. You 
should preferably have your own computer. 
 
Why do I need an e-mail address and internet access? 
It is essential that students have a level of computer literacy because we mainly communicate 
with you electronically, using e-mail and the internet. Students are also welcome to phone us on 
+27 12 667 5440 or skype us at ANT.admin or fax us on +27 86 610 4899. 
 
How do I open and read .pdf files? 
You need a software programme called Adobe Reader which can be downloaded for free from:  
http://get.adobe.com/reader/ and must then be installed on your computer. 
 
Is there an age restriction? 
No – as long as you meet the entry requirements, you may enrol to do the theory component of 
the correspondence course. However, in order to do the practical component (which is two weeks 
full-time in the bush), you must be 18 years or older. 
 
How does the correspondence theory component work? 
The theoretical component of the correspondence course can be completed in the comfort of 
your own home, at your own pace, and you can start the course at any time. Students begin with 
‘The Big Picture’, which introduces the wonders and intricacies of nature in a very broad sense. 
All communication is electronic, in the form of e-mails and download .pdf files which are 
accessible from a secure part of our website. They system is structured so that you complete the 
course one module at a time, in sequence. 
 
What do I need to do to receive a certificate at the end of the course? 
In order to receive a FGASA-endorsed ANT certificate at the end of the course, students are 
required to complete all the tests and projects for each module (don’t worry - not every module 
has a test and/or project!). Each test is conducted online and takes about half an hour to complete 
(bird test is 45 minutes). It is designed to be a fair test of theoretical knowledge based on the ANT 
course notes (which are available in both English and Afrikaans). Each project requires 
independent research to answer the questions (via books, library or internet). Projects are 
submitted electronically and then we mark and return them to you, all electronically. They are 
an enjoyable and effective educational experience as well as an important learning tool. All tests 
and projects undergo a strict marking and moderation process.  
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Note that if you enrol on the course and then subsequently choose to stop working through the 
modules, as required, we will not release any further course material to you. 
  
What learning support can I expect from ANT? 
You may contact the ANT office by e-mail or phone at any time during your studies. We are 
available to address questions and difficulties that may arise and to support, encourage and 
monitor your individual progress. We can also be contacted by phone or Skype at times if you need 
to discuss anything. Please bear in mind that we spend a fair amount of time in the bush, so you 
will need some patience. 
 
How does ANT incorporate a social aspect to this couse? 
Our students are invited (but not obliged) to join a private ANT Correspondence Course group on 
Facebook. This aims to encourage fellow students to interact with each other so that the 
experience is as social as each person wants it to be. It facilitates students meeting each other 
and helping each other learn by sharing ideas.  
 
What books do I need to have in order to complete the course? 
You will not need any books in order to complete the theory module of the ANT correspondence 
Course, as our notes are very comprehensive. You might find it necessary to get the prescribed 
books (see below) up front so that you can do the Grasses and Trees projects. As the course focuses 
on the southern African sub-region, specific books are required to complete the practical module 
of the course, if you want to obtain the Field Guide qualification.  
 
Field and reference books can be obtained through ANT’s associate book supplier, Adventures With 
Nature books (www.awn.co.za). The owner, Bryan Peirce, has a huge selection of natural history 
books which are offered at fantastic value and can be ordered directly from his website. For all 
the subjects included within the correspondence course there is currently so much literature 
available that we leave the choice up to the individual student.  
 
What books do you prescribe? 
We prescribe two books, which will be used both for the completion of your projects and (mainly) 
on the two-week correspondence course practical: the Guide to Grasses of Southern Africa by 
Frits van Oudtshoorn and the Field Guide to Trees of Southern Africa by Braam and Piet van Wyk. 
We also recommend that you obtain a decent Bird field guide. Once you enrol, our recommended 
book list will be made available to you. 
 
What do I need to do if I want to obtain a formal FGASA level 1 qualification? 
You need to successfully complete both the theory and the practical components of the ANT 
correspondence course in order to qualify as a FGASA Field Guide. You are deemed successful if 
you pass ANT’s certificate requirements, pass the FGASA Field Guide written exam (with 75%), 
complete the FGASA Field Guide workbook, pass a level 1 First Aid course and are declared 
competent after your FGASA Field Guide practical assessment. 
 
What does the formal qualification allow me to do? 
It qualifies you to take paying guests on drives or walks in non-dangerous game areas and on drives 
in dangerous game areas. 
 
Do I have to get a formal qualification out of this? 
No – some people do the correspondence course simply for their own enjoyment, because they 
want to learn more about the Southern African bushveld and get more out of their bush holidays.  
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What can I expect to study on the correspondence course? 
 
The Big Picture (an introduction to ecology - no test or project) 
This subject serves as an introduction to the inter-relatedness of our planet’s natural ecosystems 
and presents a holistic overview of our world. We explore the links between the environment, 
human society, conservation and field guiding. 
 
Taxonomy (test) 
This fundamental subject is an introduction to the Linnaean method of naming and classification. 
It covers the development of the science of modern taxonomy, the precepts and rules of binomial 
nomenclature and the utilisation of taxonomic charts to show how species are related. 
 
Grasses (project) 
This subject covers both the basics of grass taxonomy and the process of identifying different grass 
species through their physical characteristics. Environmental adaptations, ecological status, 
succession ranking and the nutritive and economic value of those grasses commonly found in the 
Savanna Bushveld are also dealt with.  
 
Trees (project) 
This subject covers both the basics of tree taxonomy and the methodology of identifying different 
tree species through their physical characteristics. Environmental adaptations, indicator status 
and the magico-medicinal use of trees are also discussed. 
 
Ecology (project) 
This subject examines the origin of the term ‘ecology’ and the definition of an ecosystem. It 
further looks at basic population dynamics, the biomes of South Africa and the impact on the 
environment of factors such as pollution. Emphasis is placed on Savanna ecology. 
 
Amphibians and Reptiles (test) 
‘Amphibians’ examines the basics of anatomy and morphology of organisms within the class 
Amphibia. ‘Reptiles’ examines the elementary anatomy and morphology of organisms within the 
class Reptilia and the means of utilising such knowledge to identify and differentiate between 
common reptiles. Venomous snake identification and envenomation (including treatment 
protocols) are dealt with. 
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Arthropods (project) 
This subject examines the basics of the following Arthropod classes: Insecta (insects), Arachnida 
(spiders, etc), Chilopoda (centipedes) and Diplopoda (millipedes). It looks at the morphology, 
lifecycle and habitats of common arthropods as well as factors such as their ecological roles, 
medical and economic importance. 
 
Astronomy (test) 
This subject explores the major features of the Universe.  It investigates the phases and effects 
of the moon, lunar and solar eclipses, the planets of the solar system as well as smaller bodies 
such as meteors and comets. Methods of orientation using the moon and stars are also discussed. 
 
Weather and Climate (test) 
This subject investigates the concepts of weather, climate and climatology. The role of the field 
guide in advising guests about expected weather conditions and related attire and safety 
precautions is also covered. 
 
Geology (project) 
This subject covers the basic fundamentals of the earth’s history, structure and tectonic 
processes.  Southern African geological history is also discussed. 
 
Mammals (test and project) 
This subject examines the classification of mammals both in relation to other vertebrates and 
within the class Mammalia. It covers basic anatomy and morphology and looks at the ways in which 
distinctive characteristics can be used to identify, and differentiate between, mammals in the 
field. Ethology (animal behaviour) is also covered.  
 
Palaeoanthropology (test) 
This subject covers the amazing heritage of people who live in Gauteng, South Africa, which is 
arguably and justifiably called the Cradle of Humankind. In fact, most of southern Africa is rich in 
archaeological and palaeontological evidence of early man and very old societies. As field guides, 
it is important to understand the significance of this evidence, which is often found in national 
parks and reserves.  
 
Birds (test and project) 
This subject examines the classification of birds. It covers basic anatomy and morphology and 
looks at the ways in which distinctive characteristics and calls can be used to identify and 
differentiate between birds in the field. The behaviour, ecological roles, habitat selection and 
distribution are also dealt with.  
 
We are also proud to mention that we are the only FGASA accredited training provider whose 
birding notes are endorsed by BirdLife South Africa. 
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Signs of the Veld (Spoor and Tracking) (no test or project) 
Signs of the Veld covers the identification and interpretation of field signs such as spoor, 
droppings, nests and habitat disturbances, as well as interesting facts related to common grasses, 
trees, mammals and birds. In South Africa the ancient art of tracking is fast becoming extinct. 
This subject also looks at the history of the ancient art of tracking.  
 
Ecotourism (no test or project) 
This subject rounds off the course and aims to provide a fresh perspective on current conservation 
issues as well as looking to the future and stimulating discussion on how local communities can be 
drawn into the conservation arena. 
 
What other organisations endorse, accredit or actively support this course? 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How does ANT comply with the Consumer Protection Act? 
The Consumer Protection Act 68 of 2008 (“The Act”) shall have bearing on this agreement, and 
any party to this agreement may invoke any of its rights in terms of the Act at any time, and may 
exercise its rights in terms of the Act in any court or forum that has jurisdiction.  
 

  

 

 
 

  

 
The Field Guides Association 
of Southern Africa (FGASA) 

Ph. +27 11 886 8245 
www.fgasa.org.za 

 

BirdLife South Africa (BLSA) 
Ph. +27 11 789 1122 
www.birdlife.org.za 

The Endangered Wildlife Trust 
(EWT) 

Ph. +27 11 372 3600 
www.ewt.org.za 

© L Doyle 
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What do past students have to say about the course? 
 
“I have to mention that you offer probably the BEST syllabus for Nature Training to be found on 
the net so far. It is clear, easy to read, very well documented and friendly user at any time, 
especially for someone for whom English is not the mother language. I hope that I will have time 
enough to practice on the field (in the bush) what I learned from you. Thanks again and kind 
regards to All of You.” 
 

Jean-Pierre, from Belgium 
 

“I just wanted to write to thank you, and let you know how much I enjoyed the ANT 
Correspondence Course. I was a little nervous about getting back to studying after many years 
out of it, but because it was a subject that fascinated me, I soon got back into the swing of it, 
and you were always there to help out with any problems along the way. The first few modules, 
with just a test at the end, gave me confidence to tackle the projects that followed. The Course 
Notes are clear, concise and well laid out, enough to get me enthused about a few of the topics 
that I had previously not been that interested in. I read and re-read the notes to try to get every 
little detail to stick. I loved the whole process of researching the projects, and learned so much 
more through having to find the answers for myself, quite often getting sidetracked on some 
other interesting tangent in the process! I have come away with a much greater understanding, 
not just of African wildlife, but wildlife in general, and have found myself applying this new 
knowledge wherever I have been. But that knowledge came into its own on a recent trip to Kruger, 
and I got so much more out of my time there by knowing more about what I was seeing - not just 
the birds and animals, but the trees, grasses, rocks etc - the whole environment. Now I just want 
to keep learning!  
 

I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend the course to anyone with an interest in nature, whether for 
career purpose or purely for pleasure - it has been thoroughly enjoyable. I hope to join you on a 
practical course sometime soon.” 

Susie, from England  
 

“As for the course in general, I have thoroughly enjoyed it. The quality of the notes is superb and 
the projects excellent, and some of them very challenging….. I have very much appreciated your 
correspondence (over 70 separate e-mails over the year!). You have been very friendly, helpful 
and patient! ...All in all I have no hesitation in recommending the ANT course to anyone with an 
interest in the African landscape. It has given me a wide-ranging framework on which I can build 
my knowledge and appreciation of the bushveld whenever I return to Africa. Many many thanks 
for that.” 
 

Alastair, from New Zealand 
 

“Thank you, I’m so excited to receive the certificate. 
I found the course incredibly informative, eye-opening in so many ways and very well laid out…. 
It (this course) has explained so many things to me and given me something that I can treasure 
for the rest of my life - the knowledge that goes with the love of the wild.” 
 

Jeni, from South Africa 
 

“Just wanted to thank you all again for such a wonderful two weeks in the bush! It really was a 
magical experience.” 

Helen, from South Africa 
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What do I get if I enrol on the correspondence course? 
 

1 Sixteen fascinating subjects that will provide you with insight and knowledge about the 
African bushveld.   

 

2 Access to the most comprehensive learning material in Africa which is available in both 
English and Afrikaans.  

 

3 The easiest way to learn about the African bush! From the comfort of your own home 
you can learn a huge amount about the African bush. 

  

4 Personalised liaison! We guarantee frequent communication as well as active support 
during your studies – we’ve been running this course for 15 years.  

 
5 Meet like-minded people that share your interests through our social media group. 

 
6 Access to the best natural history books in South Africa at the lowest prices guaranteed! 

 
7 An opportunity to gain practical skills on our annual correspondence course 

practical...and obtain a Field Guide qualification if you so wish  
 

How Do I Enrol?  
• If you decide to join our Correspondence Course, then please click on the Take this Course 

button at the bottom of the website page. You can pay the course fee of R4,600 directly 
from the website via credit card which will result in us being notified of your enrolment so 
we can get you started. If you wish to pay by EFT, complete the online form and then 
please send us an email at correspond@africanaturetraining.co.za requesting our banking 
details. We will email these to you and as soon as we receive proof of payment we will 
release the hold on your order so you can get started.  

• This course fee is non-refundable.  
 

 

 
 

The Ultimate Bush Experience! 

 

© C Sperka 
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